




: who did it?/ 


By DONAID E. WILKES, JR. 

On Nov, 22, 1963, while ttdiiig In an 
open liitiousme in a nsotorcade, John F. 
Kennedy, 35th pfesident of the United 
States, was assassinated in Bealey 
P!a 2 a in downtown Dallas, Ter, In 
September 1964 the Waren Qnniiits*i 
sbn, a body appointed by Ptesident 
Lyndon Johnson to ascertain circum* 
stances surrounding the assassmation 
and chaked by Chief Justice Eari 
Warren, delivered its ofEcid report. 
The barren Cbrarnission found that 
Lee^Tlaivey 'Oswald, a 24*year<ild 
employee at the Texas School Book 
Depository, acting alone, killed the 
president by Bring Ms rifle from a 
sixth-floor window in Depositwy* 
WhUe in Dallas j^lice custody, Oswald 
^ was^sbot de^ by Jack Ruby, a night- 
dub ""owner" and gan^ter-type^ ttra 
days after the Kezmedy assassination.' 

Siooe 1964 much new information 
concerning the presidenfs assassba- 
tioQ has einer^,’ Moreover, there 
bave been startling revelatians about 
grave abuses and deception committed 
by the ^eral law enforcement 
and intelligence agencies on wMch the 
Warren Commission relied for informa- 
tion, From 1977 until 1979 a House of 
Representatives Committee bn 
Assassbations conducted a new official 
investigation of the death of Ihesident 
Kennedy, Thus, on the 20th anni* 
versary of the assassination, it seems 
appropriate to i%-examine important 
questions that have been raised 
concerning John Kennedy's death. 
Part One of this article explores some 
of the questions that now have been 
answered to my satisfaction. Part Two, 
to be published next week, addresses 
some of the still unanswered questions 
about President .Kennedy's 
assassination, ^ 

Were s^ts fired 'at Pi^sidem 
Kenrteify^s motorcade fiom more than 
one locathft? Yes. In 1978 the House of 
Representatives Select Committe on 
Assassinations ceminissioned two 
separate sets of scientific experts to 
investigate whether there was acous- 
tical evidence indicating that more than 
one gunman was firing at President 
Kennedy. Both investigations reached 
the same ooodusion; an examination of 
a police tape recorded by accident at ^ 
the time of the assassination provides 
scientific acoustical evidence estab- 
lishing a high pcbbabiliiy that two 
gunmen fired at the president. ^ ■ 
The Assassinations Committee also 
frnind, based on other findings made by 
the same experts, that (!) probably a 
hKal of four shots were fired, <2) 
probably three shots (the first, second 
and fourth) were fired from behind and 
above and from the vidnity cf the 


Texas School Book IJepositoty, and one 
shot (the third) was fired from the right 
front in the vicinity of the wood 
stockade fence atop ffie grassy knoll, 
and (3) ptbbahly the fatal headshoi 
which killed the president and which 
- vividly appears on frame313of the cMoc 
film taken by Abraham Zapmde; was 
the fourth shot, fired from the 
Depository, 

; There is also pienty of eyewitness 
testimony Indicating that more than 
one assassin was shooting at Pnesideijt 


the President and Governor Cbunally 
were reacting to tiieir wounds less than 
two seconds apart. Thus, as the Warren 
Commission recognixed, if President 
Kennedy and Oovemor Cofmaily were 
not stnick by the same bullet, there had 
to be two assassins, since the rifle 
OHdd not be fired twice in less than two 
seconds. The Warren Commission 
adopted the single bullet theory 
because it was biased and prejudiced 
in favor of the view that there was only 
one gunman. 


—There is ^ 




eyewitness testimony [that] more 
than one assassin wc^ shooting. 


Kennedy, It seems incontestable "that ' 
some of the gunfire carne^ from the 
Book Dep<MdtOffy; several ^witnesses 
saw a man armed with some sort of rifle 
Standing behind the window bd an 
upper floor in the Depcsitory, other 
witnesses actually saw a rifle barrel 
e^nding from one of these windows 
and literally scores of eyewitnesses 
testified that shots came from the 
Depository, On the other hand, there is 
ample testimony to the effect that a 
shot was fired from the vicimty of the 
grassy knoQ: a railroad employee 
stationed on an overpass In front of the 
motorcade was positive that he saw a 
puff of smoke erupt on the top of the 
knoU^ a Balias city policeman who 
(along with inany other persons) raced 
to the knoU .moments after the 
assassination smelled gunpowder 
there; and another radroad etr^byee'' 
stationed on a nearby railroad tower 
^w suspidocis activi^ on the knoll, 
dearly, theiefr^, the Warren Co- " 
/Stij^on (which did not know of the 
(costence of the police tape) was wrong 
when it concluded that all the shots 
fired at the motorcade came from the 
sixth floor of the Depository, 

' the ^ngle^hidlet theofy been 

discredited? Yes.. - The single-bullet 
theory is the view that a single bullet 
fired fixMn 'the Depository istruck 
President Kennedy in the bade and 
then, after traversing his body and 
exiting in the front of his neck, struck 
Governor Cbunally from the back, 
exited from his ri^t chest, shattered 
hds fight wrist, and then embedded 
its^ in his left thigh. The rifle from | 
which the Warren Commission alleged 
the single bullet had been fked could 
not be fired twice in less than 2,295 
seeoads, and this does not take into 
account aiming time. On the other 
hand, the Zapruder orovides proof that 


There ate several reasons why the 
single-bullet hypothesis can no longer 
be taken seiiousiy. First, the same 1978 
scientific. Rustical tests that show 
‘'gunfire from both tfie Depositoty and 
the grassy knoll also show that shots 
were firM from the vionify of the 
Depository 1,6 seconds apart. Second, 
if the single-builet theory is comet,, 
then we must assume a most unlikely,- 
occutrenceT Le., that Governor Co^^ 
nally continued to hold his hat in his' 

: right hand after the wrist of that hand 
had been shattered by a bullet. It is 
onaiguable that President Kennedy 
wss struck by the bullet in his back no; 
later than :^pruder film frame 2?$; the 
president's violent reaction is 
takable in frame 225, and he ooMd not^ 
have been strtjcfc later, ^ J 

j . On the other hand, Gov^roor QmEJ 
’ nally still holds Ms hat in his right hand ^ 
in frame 231, The Zapruder film moved ; 
through the camera at the rate of ISJ' 
^franies per second. If the single-buJlet 
tiieoty is correct, therefore, we must 
believe that at least a third of a second' 
(sac frames) after a bullet completely [ 
ptecoed his chest and shatter^ his I 
wrist, Ckwenior Connally continued to- 
hold his hat ’ in the hand with the 
shattered wrist .^Actually, Jhe gov- 
ernor's inexplkabte delayed reaction 
mi^ have been longer. 


